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stead of 7000, they wished we had 40,000 militia, as it
would make the greater confusion. They bade Mr. Lee
tell the citizens that private property would not be in-
jured, if the houses were not deserted, or private persons
molested, that they intended to destroy the public build-
ings and shipping, and then to march to Baltimore on
one side while Lord Hill with his fleet would attack it
by water. I left our house with reluctance, but when I
urged Mr. Smith to let me remain to protect the house,
he would not hear of it, his duty called him away, and
my situation being so critical, he said no consideration
would induce him to leave me, for altho* the troops when
under their officers might behave well, yet small parties
or drunken soldiers might alarm or injure me in my
present situation. And Ann declared she would not
leave me if she were to die by my side. I had therefore
to yield. I am afraid the consequence of leaving the
house empty will be its destruction. Our house in the
city too is unprotected and contains our most valuable
furniture. In a week more and we may be penniless!
for I count little on the continuance of Mr. S.'s salary.
God only knows when the executive government will
again be organized. But I can say with truth, the in-
dividual loss of property, has not given me a moment's
uneasiness. But the state of our country, has wrung
tears of anguish from me. I trust it will only be mo-
mentary. We are naturally a brave people and it was
not so much fear, as prudence which caused our retreat.
Too late they discovered the dispreparation of our troops.
The enemy were 3 to i. Their.army composed of con-
quering veterans, ours of young mechanics and farmers,
many of whom had never before carried a musket. But
we shall learn the dreadful, horrid trade of war. And
they will make us a martial people, for never, never willher public buildings.    Mr. Lee went to their camp     ;ff !
